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A MESSAGE OF WELCOME FROM OUR LEADERSHIP
	 On behalf of my wonderful husband and co-founder, Sherrill Milnes, and all of our team at 
the Savannah VOICE Festival, I welcome you to Season Twelve - Homecoming! This year we wanted 
to take a breath and look back at how we started and who we are, reminding ourselves that our 
programs are built on one important foundation: mentorship and community. So we brought back 
to Savannah our Milnes VOICE Studio to introduce this wonderful city to new talent. We are also 
excited about having many of our artists of the past return "home." Together they will bring you 
some nostaglic programming and exciting new works.  All of this with amazing talent from around 
the world.
	 We are also so excited to have our new Executive Director, Evelina Erickson, begin her 
journey with us this summer. Working with our amazing team, she will bring energy, passion and great infrastructural growth 
to the organization. With expanded leadership, support, and audience enthusiasm all working together, we know that the 
initiatives that Sherrill and I built 24 years ago, like SVF, will be there for decades to come.  Thank you for joining us and DON'T 
MISS A NOTE!
										          Maria Zouves, President & Co-founder

DEAR FRIENDS,
	 As the new Executive Director of the Savannah VOICE Festival, it is my honor and privilege 
to welcome you to our 12th season. Your participation, patronage, and insights are vital to all of our 
activities during the festival and throughout the year.  
	 If you are new to the festival, I trust that you will enjoy the experience as much as I did 
my first season as an audience member - which was just last year! To our experienced audience 
members, I look forward to meeting you and hearing your tips for getting the most out of the festival.
	 Whenever I attend a concert, I feel connected to the performers and my fellow attendees. 
My hope for you, whether you are a newcomer or this is your 12th time attending the festival, is to 
feel the passion and dedication offered to you from the stage. 
	 While the Milnes VOICE Program's 12th Season is a special time, stay-tuned for our next season of classical voice, 
musical theater, and sensational opera as this will be a cornerstone year (with many anniversaries to celebrate). You can save 
the date for our upcoming events by turning to page 13. It is my privilege to invite each of you to our performances and 
workshops. Thank you for your support and love for SVF.
										          Evelina Erickson, Executive Director
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S E A S O N  TwelveTwelve A T  A  G L A N C E

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8
6:30pm - CONCERT: ARIA

FRIDAY, AUGUST 9
1:00pm - MASTERS IN VOICE:

Fabrizio Melano 
& Laura Melano Flanagan

6:30pm - *SALON EVENT: 
ENCORE

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10
10:00am - COFFEE CONCERT I

6:30pm - CONCERT: 
HOMECOMING

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11
5:00pm - OPERA SCENES: 

SANCTUARY

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13
6:30pm - MASTERS IN VOICE:

Sherrill Milnes

*MVP Exclusive Event

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14
6:30pm - CONCERT:

VOICES IN SACRED SONG

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15
1:00pm - MASTERS IN VOICE:

Howard Watkins

6:30pm - *SALON EVENT:
THE ELEANORS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16
6:30pm - CONCERT: BACK TO 

BROADWAY

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17
10:00am - COFFEE CONCERT II

6:30pm - SAVANNAH 
OPERA PRESENTS: 

THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18
6:30pm - FESTIVAL FINALE: 

REUNION

Events, Dates & Times subject to change. Visit SavannahVOICEFestival.org 
for the most up-to-date information and details.
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Festival Kickoff Concert: Aria
THURSDAY, AUGUST 8 AT 6:30PM
Asbury Memorial Church | 1008 E Henry St.
Tickets: Premium $65 | Standard $42

The Savannah VOICE Festival welcomes you to the 12th Season with a parade of operatic arias and more, 
performed by selected Festival and Studio artists. Hear returning artists from the past season and meet some 
new talent. A special artist meet and greet reception will take place immediately following the concert.

Principal Sponsor: C. Elliott Bardsley
Reception Sponsor: Toby Hollenberg

Masters in VOICE: Fabrizio Melano 
and Laura Melano Flanagan
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9 AT 1PM 
Demere Center for Living | 6000 Business Center Dr.
Free and Open to the Public

Renowned stage director Fabrizio Melano, along with 
psychotherapist Laura Melano Flanagan, share their 
unmatched expertise with a new generation of artists, 
taking the dramatic aspects of music to another level for 
the audience to enjoy. 

No reservations required.

Masters in VOICE is sponsored by Jane Gilchrist 
with additional support by Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming 
and Gulfstream Aerospace

2024 FESTIVAL SCHEDULE2024 FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

Salon Event: Encore
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9 AT 6:30PM
Private Home | Hosted by Diana Langer Jones
Tickets: $100 (price includes concert and buffet dinner)

Members can enjoy a wonderful evening in a beautiful 
home with a true salon feeling. Great food, lovely wines, 
and a wonderful concert where you can reunite with some 
of the past stars of the VOICE Programs as they begin our 
epic 12th Season!

Available only to MVPs.

2023 Melano Master Class

2023 Soprano Congcong Wang in ARIA
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Coming back to Savannah always makes me feel like I'm coming back to a place where I belong.-Congcong Wang



Coffee Concert I
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10 AT 10AM
Davenport House Museum Preservation Room
323 E Broughton St.
Tickets: $42

Enjoy food and fellowship as you start your Saturday with this Festival favorite. Both Coffee Concerts will 
feature distinct, light-hearted repertoire sung by VOICE Artists in an historic setting!

Event Sponsors: Leslie & Marty Steinberg
Hospitality Sponsors: Carol & Joel Greenberg

2023 As Time Goes By Concert with 
Torlef Borsting and Andrew Payne

Concert: Homecoming
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10 AT 6:30PM
National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force
175 Bourne Avenue, Pooler
Tickets: Premium $65 | Standard $42

Branching out to the Pooler Community for a second 
season, take a trip down memory lane with your favorite 
songs of a bygone era. Justin Havard and Festival Artists 
are joined by a big band ensemble, as they perform WWII-
inspired music under the wings of the B-17 Flying Fortress 
“City of Savannah” at the historic Mighty Eighth Museum.

A meet and greet reception will follow the performance.

Supporting Sponsors: The Salt Table,
Jean & John Fishburne, Don Kole, and Ron Morris

Reception Partners:  Greater Pooler Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitors Bureau, Inc

Piano......................................................................Justin Havard
Drums.....................................................................Billy Hoffman
Bass....................................................................Marc Chesanow
Violin....................................................................Ricardo Ochoa

Opera Scenes: Sanctuary
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 AT 5PM
Christ Church Episcopal | 28 Bull Street
Tickets: Premium $65 | Standard $42

Experience drama on the highest order! Savannah 
Opera brings you opera and musical theatre scenes 
set in sacred places from Tosca, The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame, Faust, and other works. Don't miss this 

wonderful community collaboration among VOICE 
Artists and the First Baptist Church and Christ Church 
Episcopal choirs.

Principal Sponsor: Carolyn Donovan
Supporting Sponsors: Ruth & Tom 
McMullin
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Concert: VOICES in Sacred Song
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14 AT 6:30PM
First Baptist Church | 223 Bull St.
Free and Open to the Public

A Festival favorite event, Timothy L. Hall and the Festival artists offer an afternoon of musical inspiration and 
comfort in the beautiful sanctuary of Savannah’s First Baptist Church.

Supporting Sponsors: Charles & Lynne Davis, Jean & John Fishburne, and Ron Morris

Masters In VOICE: 
Howard Watkins
THURSDAY, AUGUST 15 AT 1PM
Demere Center for Living
6000 Business Center Drive
Free and Open to the Public

Metropolitan Opera assistant conductor and Yale 
Presidential scholar, Howard Watkins, works with 
our studio artists as part of this educational series.

No reservations required.

Masters in VOICE is sponsored by Jane Gilchrist 
with additional support by
Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming
and Gulfstream Aerospace

Season 11 Legacy Opera Scenes 
honoring Sherrill Milnes

Igor Vieira & Kyaunnee Richardson in 
2023's Don Giovanni Production

Masters in VOICE: Sherrill Milnes
TUESDAY, AUGUST 13 AT 6:30PM
First Baptist Church | 223 Bull St.
Tickets: Premium $42 | Standard $25

Continuing the legacy of his four decades on the stage, 
legendary baritone Sherrill Milnes shares his wealth of 
musical and dramatic knowledge with tomorrow’s stars.

Masters in VOICE is sponsored by Jane Gilchrist 
with additional support by Woof Gang Bakery and 
Gulfstream Aerospace.
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The high quality standards of Savannah inspire me to elevate

what I bring to the audience from the stage. -Torlef Borsting



SALON EVENT: THE ELEANORS
a new opera commission 
by Jodi Goble & Michael Ching
THURSDAY, AUG 15 AT 6:30PM
Green Meldrim House | 14 W Macon St.
Tickets: $125 (includes performance, wine,
and dinner buffet) an MVP Exclusive Sneak Peek

The Green Meldrim House provides the classic backdrop 
for this private reading of a new opera commission, THE 
ELEANORS, by composer Jodi Goble with libretto co-
written by SVF's composer-in-residence, Michael Ching. 
Set to premiere in the 2025 season, MVPs get a private 
reading of Savannah Opera’s 5th original work, hosted by 
VOICE’s own Sherrill Milnes and Maria Zouves. Musically 
directed by Jodi Goble and dramatically directed by 
Jessica Ann Best.

Principal Sponsors: Claudia & David Seyle
Supporting Sponsor: Winston Willis IMO Barbara Lane
in special collaboration with the Green Meldrim House

ABOUT "THE ELEANORS"
Meet The Eleanors — Maxie, Ramona, and Lilian. These 
three indomitable ladies are holding down the home front 
during World War II with humor, heart, the support of 
good friends…and a nightly scoop of ice cream. Foxtrot 
down memory lane into 1940s Savannah with a swing and 
American Songbook-infused operatic score.

CAST
Lilian..........................................Ashley Nuñez
Maxie..........................................Anna Farysej
Ramona................................Gabriela Linares
Mr. Pete............................................Juan Tello
Cal..............................................John Tibbetts
Curmudgeon...........................Sherrill Milnes

THE FERRY SISTERS
Juiliette............................Jacqueline Germer
Susie..............................................Weiyi Song
Flo...................................................Inhye Choi

Coffee Concert II
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 AT 10AM
Davenport House Museum Preservation Room
323 E Broughton St.
Tickets: $42

Enjoy food and fellowship as you start your Saturday with this Festival 
favorite. Both Coffee Concerts will feature distinct, light-hearted 
repertoire sung by VOICE Artists in an historic setting!

Event Sponsors: Nancy & Carlton Sheets
Hospitality Sponsors: Carol & Joel GreenbergLeah Huber in "VOICES Under 

the Stars" in Hilton Head
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The friendships I’ve made in past trips to Savannah
 are some of my most treasured and there is truly
nothing like singing for people who deeply support you.

-Emily Yocum Black



CAST
Music by Arthur Sullivan
Libretto by W. S. Gilbert

Major-General Stanley............................Torlef Borsting
The Pirate King....................................Logan C. Kenison
Samuel.......................................................Seungho Cha
Frederic........................................................Joshua Berg
Sergeant of Police.................................James Wright III
Ruth............................................................Alayna Sevilla

GENERAL STANLEY'S DAUGHTERS
Mabel....................................................Abigail Brodnick
Edith...........................................Laura Elena Fernández
Kate......................................Kimberly Alexandra Adam
Isabel........... ......................................Katie Grace Lanier

ORCHESTRA
Flute..............................................................Jeana Melilli 
Oboe................................................................Xiaodi Liu 
Clarinet..................................................Kristen Spiridon
Violin 1............................................................Sinisa Ciric 
Violin 2.....................................................Ricardo Ochoa 
Viola..................................................................Lizhou Liu 
Cello.............................................................Hyeok Kwon 
Bass........................................................Marc Chesanow

Gilbert and Sullivan’s
THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 AT 6:30PM
Yamacraw Center for the Performing Arts
649 W Jones St.
Tickets: Premium $65 | Standard $42

Principal Sponsors: Naomi & Barry Cohen
Supporting Sponsors: Arlene & Allan Ratner
Production Sponsors: Phyllis & Dan Huffer and
Nancy & Gary Radke

The Pirate King, Mabel, and swashbuckling Frederic 
come to life as Savannah OPERA presents this “G & S”
classic comedy. This production is a wonderful 
community collaboration with returning Festival 
Artists, Milnes VOICE Studio singers, Chatham County 
School students and a Savannah 
OPERA orchestral ensemble, 
conducted by Jorge Parodi and 
directed by Chad Sonka.

Concert: Back to Broadway
FRIDAY, AUGUST 16 AT 6:30PM
Asbury Memorial Church | 1008 E Henry St.
Tickets: Premium $65 | Standard $42

Principal Sponsor: Toby Hollenberg
Supporting Sponsors: Helen Downing
and David Lake & Linda Wright
Contributing Sponsors: Arlene & Allan Ratner

The broadway friendly church of Asbury Memorial 
is the perfect backdrop for a spectacular homage to 
NYC's fabulous theatre district. Directed by Justin 
Havard and Maria Zouves, showtune standards old 
and new come back to the Festival in this not-to-miss 
concert.
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Festival Finale: Reunion
SUNDAY, AUGUST 18 AT 5PM
45 Bistro | 123 E Broughton St.

As the Festival comes to a close, we will leave you 
wanting to “come back home” as we reunite artists 
and audiences in a fabulous garden party of food, 
drink and musical gems from SVF’s classic formula of 
opera, musical theatre and song.

Principal Sponsors: Dr. Garry & Susan Spector
Supporting Sponsors: Visit Savannah
and Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming

Piano............................................................Dan Gettinger
Drums............................................................Billy Hoffman
Bass.............................................................Brett Belanger
Violin...........................................................Ricardo Ochoa 

P U R C H A S E  T I C K E T SP U R C H A S E  T I C K E T S

ONLINE

24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

PHONE
855.766.7372 

Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm
Saturdays & Sundays 11am - 3pm (August only)

Box office hours subject to change

IN PERSON

Subject to availability, tickets may be purchased at 
the door beginning 45 minutes prior to an event. 
At-the-door tickets are subject to the same fees as 

online ticket sales.

SAVANNAHVOICEFESTIVAL.org/events-tickets

•	 ALL SALES ARE FINAL. NO Exchanges or Refunds.
(Purchased tickets may be transferred to another patron)

•	 Student, Military, and Child (16 yrs & under) tickets are $15 at 
the door 45 minutes prior to showtime with ID.

•	 Tickets will be emailed to the provided address to allow you 
to print at home or add to your digital wallet.

•	 Physical or digital tickets are accepted. Forgot to bring your 
ticket? Just give us your name at the box office.

•	 Listed pricing does not include processing, convenience, or 
facility fees. All ticket purchases are subject to fees and taxes. 
Fees assessed at checkout represent only 30% of applicable 
processing fees.

T I C K E T  P O L I C I E ST I C K E T  P O L I C I E S

S E A T I N G  P O L I C I E SS E A T I N G  P O L I C I E S R E C O R D I N GR E C O R D I N G

Event times, artists, and venues are subject to change.
Please visit our website for the most up to date information:
www.savannahvoicefestival.org
• All seating is general admission in their section. Milnes VOICE
Program members (MVPs) will be allowed entrance into the
venue 40 MINUTES prior to show for early seating.
• All others may enter 30 MINUTES prior to show time and not
before.
• Please arrive at least 10 minutes prior (and not more than 40 
minutes) to the performance.
• SVF is ADA compliant and reserves the right to allow for seating
accommodations for those with disabilities.

Smile! The Savannah VOICE Festival is recording all performances 
for streaming and archival purposes. Your entry constitutes your 
consent to such recording. Unauthorized photography, video or 
audio recording is strictly prohibited.

Still need tickets? 
Scan the QR code 

and buy now!

Season 11 Madama Butterfly,
Torlef Borsting as Sharpless
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enthusiastic, and appreciative.
-Amy Shoremount-Obra

I'm [so] excited to perform again for

 the Savannah audiences-who are always so warm, 



THE SHERRILL MILNES VOICE PROGRAMSTHE SHERRILL MILNES VOICE PROGRAMS
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SAVANNAH VOICE FESTIVAL
The Savannah VOICE Festival, held each year in August, is a celebration of classical-voice. 
Through the Festival, VOICE brings together professional artists, emerging artists, and Milnes 
VOICE studio students to perform world-class opera, musical theater, and songs. More than 25 
performances will be presented in the amazing ambiance of historic venues in Savannah, GA. 
Many VOICE alumni refer to the “Hostess City” as their musical home.

SCHOOL OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
In partnership with the Savannah-Chatham County Public School System, GA (and Pinellas 
County School System, FL), VOICE outreach enhances students’ exposure to and appreciation 
of the classically-trained voice. Through live performances, original compositions, and 
participation in performances, VOICE educates the next generation of artists and music lovers.
Current partnerships include: “Songs and Stories in the Squares,” (presented in collaboration 
with the Historic Savannah Foundation) and our “VOICES That Heal” initiative (in partnership 
with Hospice Savannah) to comfort and soothe individuals in palliative care and their caregivers. 
This August, you will find VOICE singers performing at Kiwanis, Rotary, the Marshes, JEA and 
other civic organizations, as well as guest soloists in your place of worship. 
 
VOICEXPERIENCE PRESENTS THE FLORIDA VOICE PROJECT
The Florida VOICE Project is a small, intensive vocal program that offers young singers the 
opportunity to develop their careers. Our faculty partner with singers during every phase of 
their journey, further developing their skills through honest evaluation and strategic planning.

MILNES VOICE STUDIO 
The Milnes VOICE Studio, a program within the Savannah VOICE Festival, seeks to develop 
both artists’ vocal and non-vocal skills (role preparation, networking, and vocal  technique, etc.). 
Moreover, the VOICE Studio is designed as a stepping stone for young artists to transition from 
youthful programs to professional careers.

OPERA IDOL (AS PART OF THE VOICE GALA WEEK)
The annual Opera Idol vocal competition is a Master Class with Sherrill Milnes that allows four 
vocalists to compete for a full scholarship to attend the Milnes VOICE Studio in Savannah. 
Winners are selected by a panel of judges, including former Milnes VOICE Awardees George 
Shirley (tenor) and James Morris (bass-baritone) and 2024 Awardee Deborah Voigt (soprano).

Chorus outreach at Garrison School for the Arts
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SAVE THE DATESSAVE THE DATES

45 Bistro
Asbury Memorial Church
Christ Church Episcopal

Congregation Mickve Israel
Davenport House Museum 
Demere Center for Living

First Baptist Church
Green Meldrim House

National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force
Yamacraw Performing Arts Center

Become an MVP!
Member of  the VOICE Programs

Your annual gift of $150 earns you MVP status. As an MVP, you receive early access to the Festival and 
other events, members only e-newsletters, and access to exclusive events. Your gift is tax-deductible and 

supports the programs and initiatives of the Savannah VOICE Festival and Milnes VOICE Programs.

THANK YOU TO OUR VENUE PARTNERSTHANK YOU TO OUR VENUE PARTNERS

Helen Downing
Ms. Cindy Finn

Sharon & Murray Galin 
Jane Gilchrist

Tricia & David Guggenheim
Diana Langer Jones

Dr. Wesley Krulic
Sherrill Milnes & Maria Zouves 

Gary Murdough & Melanie Mirande
Mary Ellen & Wells Nutt

Kim Owens
Nancy & Gary Radke
Gail & Michael Siegel
Ruth & John Tisbert 
As of July 28th, 2024

2024 HOUSING HOSTS2024 HOUSING HOSTS

DON'T MISS OUR MUSEUM SERIES!
SVF will be collaborating with iconic museums such as 
Green Meldrim House, Davenport House Museum and 
others this season and the next. Join us for the listing 

below and more to come as we make music with our arts 
partners for salon events and memorable gatherings.

Green Meldrim House Museum Collaboration
October 16, 2024 - Home with American Music 

December 5, 2024 - A Trip to Paris
March 13, 2025 -  Mediterranean Voyages

SUPPORT US AT OUR FUNDRAISING EVENTS!
December 6, 2024

A Parisian Holiday VOICE Benefit

May 7, 2025
Milnes VOICE Gala in New York City

Celebrating 25 years of the VOICE Programs
90th birthday celebration of Sherrill Milnes

60th Anniversary of Milnes Met Debut

To learn more about tickets to these and other 
events, join our mailing list or become an MVP.
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Sherrill Milnes
Co-Founder,

President

A R T I ST I C  T E A M  &  F A C U LT YA R T I ST I C  T E A M  &  F A C U LT Y

Justin Havard
Director, Pianist

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Maria Zouves
Co-Founder,

President,
Stage Director

Caleb Glickman
Assistant Conductor
Sponsored in part by 

the Collaborative
Artist Fund

Peiwen Chen
Coach, Pianist

Sponsored in part by
Daniel C. Cohen

Jorge Parodi
Artistic Director,

Conductor

Michael Ching

Sponsored by
Dr. Harvey C. Lebos

Chad Sonka
Education &

Outreach Director, 
Stage Director

Fabrizio Melano
Stage Director

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Marquita Lister
Voice Teacher

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Evgenia Truksha
Coach, Pianist

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Beth Roberts
Voice Teacher

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Maria Spacagna
Voice Teacher

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Laura Melano Flanagan
Stage Director

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Manny Perez
Voice Teacher

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Dan Gettinger
Coach, Pianist

Sponsored in part by 
Kathie & Les Anderson,

Daniel C. Cohen

Jodi Goble
Composer, Coach

Sponsored by
Jamie Farnsworth and 

Shelagh Thomee

Timothy L. Hall
Organist, Pianist

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Howard Watkins
Coach, Pianist

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Composer-in-Residence
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Jessica Ann Best
Mezzo-Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
Cookie & Barry Gale

Kyaunnee Richardson
Soprano

Sponsored by
Brenda Kenworthy

IMO Brian Kenworthy

Carlton Moe
Tenor

Sponsored by
Kathie & Les Anderson

Joshua Berg
Tenor

Sponsored by
Michael Bonder 

& Toby Hollenberg

F E S T I V A L  A R T I S T SF E S T I V A L  A R T I S T S

Torlef Borsting
Baritone

Sponsored by
Toby Hollenberg

Congcong Wang
Soprano

Opera Idol Winner:
Sponsored by the

Tom Lysaught 
Scholarship Fund

Emily Yocum Black
Soprano

Sponsored by
Daniel C. Cohen

Leah Huber
Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
Toby Hollenberg

Amy Shoremount-Obra
Soprano

Sponsored by
Toby Hollenberg

John Tibbetts
Baritone

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Anna Farysej
Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
the Collaborative

Artist Fund

Betsy Contino
Sharon & Murray Galin

Maria Zouves & Sherrill Milnes
Kim Owens

VOICE Gala sponsorship support
Members of the VOICE Programs (MVPs)

Visit our website 
by scanning this 
code with your 
mobile device!

Marjorie & B.H. Levy, Jr.
Larry Pike

Gail & Michael Siegel

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Zoller

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES

COSTUME SPONSORSCOSTUME SPONSORS ORCHESTRA SPONSORORCHESTRA SPONSOR

COLLABORATIVE ARTIST FUNDCOLLABORATIVE ARTIST FUND

What is the 
Collaborative
Artist Fund?
The Collaborative Artist Fund 
supports singers, artistic team and 
faculty who make our programs 
possible. Funding comes from 
many sources including our MVPs, 
fundraisers throughout the year 
and individual gifts.

Join the fund today!
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Jacqueline Germer
Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
The Krulic Fund∆

Darius Jackson
Bass-Baritone

Sponsored in part by 
Reginald Allen

& The Vitek Fund*

Kimberly Alexandra 
Adam

Soprano
Sponsored in part by 

the Collaborative
Artist Fund

Mina Brooks-Schmidt
Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
The Vitek Fund*

M I L N E S  V O I C E  ST U D I O  A R T I ST SM I L N E S  V O I C E  ST U D I O  A R T I ST S

Benita Dzhurkova
Soprano

Sponsored by
The Vitek Fund*

Henry Drangel
Tenor

Sponsored by
Marjorie & B.H. Levy, Jr.

Abigail Brodnick
Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
Jean & John Fishburne

Logan C. Kenison
Baritone

Sponsored by
Larry & Marcia Wills

Sean Seungho Cha
Baritone

Sponsored in part by 
Ruth & Tom McMullin

Inhye Choi
Mezzo-Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
The Vitek Fund*

Laura Elena Fernández
Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
The Vitek Fund*

Nazarene Maloney
Soprano

Sponsored in part by
Reginald Allen

& The Vitek Fund*

Gabriela Linares
Mezzo-Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
Ellen Byck

Bojan Medic
Baritone

Sponsored by
Mark Epstein

Vasilisa Pjevović
Soprano

Sponsored by
Mark Epstein Susan & Robert Stephenson,

Edwin L. Walker 
& The Vitek Fund*

Naysa Marrero
Pruzaesky
Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
The Vitek Fund*

Ashley Nuñez
Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
The Vitek Fund*

Jouelle A. Roberson
Soprano

Sponsored in part by
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Barry R. Cohen, Co-Chair
Toby Hollenberg, Co-Chair

Sherrill Milnes
Maria Zouves

Kathie Anderson
Michael Ching

Daniel C. Cohen
Dr. Wesley Krulic

Mary Lysaught
Fred Negem
Jorge Parodi
Arlene Ratner

Claudia Seyle
Dr. Garry Spector
Howard Watkins

Dr. Michael Zoller

MILNES VOICE PROGRAMS BOARD OF DIRECTORSMILNES VOICE PROGRAMS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VOICE FESTIVAL STAFFVOICE FESTIVAL STAFF

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDSSCHOLARSHIP FUNDS

Maria Zouves, Co-Founder & President 
Sherrill Milnes, Co-Founder & President

Jorge Parodi, Artistic Director
Evelina Erickson, Executive Director 

Lani Winskye, Vice President of Operations
Chad Sonka, Education and Outreach Director

Emily Gallagher, Patron Services Manager 
Michael Ching, Composer-in-Residence

Theophilos Zouves Milnes, Graphic Designer
Lesley Francis PR, Public Relations 

Lesley Francis Public Relations is the official PR firm  
of the Milnes VOICE Programs

Lani Winskye, Production Manager & Wardrobe Supervisor
Glenda Lanier, Stage Manager

Hayden Keefer, Production Associate
Kati Payne, Production Associate

Caleb Glickman, Chorus Master and Assistant Conductor
Ivan Plazačić, Festival Videographer

McWhorter Productions, Lighting and Sound

THE SAVANNAH VOICE FESTIVAL PRODUCTIONTHE SAVANNAH VOICE FESTIVAL PRODUCTION

Isaac Rodriguez
Tenor

Sponsored in part by 
The Vitek Fund*

Alayna Sevilla
Soprano

Sponsored in part by 
Nancy & Gary Radke

Weiyi Song
Soprano

Sponsored by
C. Elliott Bardsley

Juan Tello
Tenor

Sponsored by
Toby Hollenberg

James A. Wright III
Baritone

Sponsored in part by 
The Krulic Fund∆

Jessica Ann Best
Jane Gilchrist

Dr. Wesley Krulic
Chad Sonka

Marilyn Vitek IMO Richard K. Vitek

∆JULIA ANN JEFFORDS KRULIC MEMORIALJULIA ANN JEFFORDS KRULIC MEMORIAL *RICHARD K. & MARILYN VITEK RICHARD K. & MARILYN VITEK 
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDSCHOLARSHIP FUND
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Michael Ching
Daniel C. Cohen
Denyce Graves
Paul Gutmann
Timothy L. Hall

Toby Hollenberg

Dr. Wesley Krulic
Marquita Lister

Aysha Parks
Jean Carlos Rodriguez

George Shirley
Chad Sonka, Staff

Jonathan Walker-VanKuren 
Howard Watkins

Lani Winskye, Staff
Maria Zouves, Staff

Kathie Anderson
C. Elliott Bardsley

Michael Ching
Daniel C. Cohen

Carolyn Donovan
Helen Downing
Lesley Francis

Timothy L. Hall
Toby Hollenberg

Dan Huffer
Dr. Wesley Krulic

Diana Langer Jones
Joe Marinelli
Jorge Parodi

Arlene & Allan Ratner
Claudia & David Seyle

Dr. Garry Spector
Dr. & Mrs. Roland Summers

Howard Watkins
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Zoller

Maria Zouves

Proud to be the official printer of  
The Milnes VOICE Programs

Congratulations on
12 great years!

813.933.2434 | bobsbusybeeprinting.com

Printing | Design | Promotional Items

FESTIVAL COMMITTEEFESTIVAL COMMITTEE

DIVERSITY COMMITTEEDIVERSITY COMMITTEE

The whole community is supportive, warm, and loving which brings a sense of belonging.
-Kyaunnee Richardson
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To learn more or to become an HHSO subscriber, 
please visit hhso.org or call (843) 842-2055.

The HHSO is your premier des� na� on for all things musical in 
the Lowcountry. Our upcoming season features symphonic 
classical and pops concerts, jazz, cabarets, Gullah Geechee 
culture, piano, chamber music, and much more! Renowned 
for excellence in performance and community engagement, 
we invite you to join us for an unforge� able 2024-2025 season.

Discover MUSIC for EVERYONE: 
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ROMANTIC RACHMANINOFF 8.24.2024

MOZART & MORE 9.21.2024

BEETHOVEN’S NINTH 11.16.2024

HOLIDAY POPS! 12.21.2024

GUITAR FEST! 1.18.2025

SYMPHONIC SPIRIT 2.15.2025

BACH BRANDENBURGS 
& MORE 3.7.2025 & 3.8.2025

MAJESTIC SIBELIUS 5.3.2025 912.232.6002  .  SavannahPhilharmonic.org20
24

|
20

25
 S

EA
SO

N

Experience
SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE
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MILNES VOICE PROGRAMS SUPPORTERSMILNES VOICE PROGRAMS SUPPORTERS
Handel Level: $20,000+
Naomi & Barry R. Cohen*

Mark Epstein*
Lesley Francis Public Relations (in kind)

Toby Hollenberg
Dr. Garry & Susan Spector

Marilyn Vitek, IMO Richard K. Vitek
Mozart Level: $15,000 – $19,999

Hunter Maclean Attorneys (in kind)
Diana Langer Jones

Rossini Level: $10,000 – $14,999
Kathie & Les Anderson*

C. Elliott Bardsley
Daniel C. Cohen*

Dr. & Mrs. John Fishburne
Judith Messina IMO David Fleischer

Verdi Level: $5,000 – $9,999
Diana & Henry Asher 

Carolyn Donovan
Helen Downing
Jane Gilchrist

Jamie Farnsworth and Shelagh Thomee
Georgia Council for the Arts

Brenda Kenworthy IMO Brian Kenworthy
Julia∆ & Wesley Krulic*

Middy Larson*
Mary Burkhardt Lysaught

The Marjorie E. & B.H. Levy, Jr. Charitable Fund
Cynthia & Jeffrey Manocherian

Ruth & Tom McMullin
The Milnes Family
Peg∆  & Ron Morris

Dr. Stephen Prystowsky
Nancy & Gary Radke
Arlene & Allan Ratner
Claudia & David Seyle

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Zoller*
Savannah Morning News (in kind)

Bizet Level: $3,000 – $4,999
Ellen Byck

Nancy Cunningham
Lynne &  Charles Davis*

Greater Pooler Area Chamber of Commerce
Gulfstream Aerospace

Jay Haberman, CPA (in kind)
Phyllis & Dan Huffer

Jayne Keith 
Don Kole

David Lake & Linda Wright
Dr. Harvey C. Lebos

Carol & Dave Legasse
The Salt Table

Savannah Magazine (in kind)
Savannah Area Chamber of Commerce

Joan∆  & Barry Tucker
Marcia & Larry Wills

Winston Willis* IMO Barbara Lane
Woof Gang Bakery and Grooming

WRUU (in kind)
Puccini Level: $1,000 – $2,999

Kerima Adam & Gregory Wingate
Reginald Allen

Audiology & Hearing Aid Associates
Chris B. Aiken
Rebecca Baker

Dr. Michael Bonder
Ira Berman & Helen Borello

Daniel C. Cohen, IHO Wes & Judy∆ Krulic
Layla Diba

Sally Dobroski IHO Bernard∆ Dobroski
Margaret & Scott Filstrup

Karen & Barry Gale
Jillian Gilmour
AM Goldkrand

Carol & Joel Greenberg
Timothy L. Hall & Damon Lee Fowler*

Hospice Savannah
Julia A. Houston IMO Judy Krulic

Dr. Alice Kandell
Harriet & George Konstantinidis
Sergió & Maria Luísa Millerman

Bunny & James Montag
Kathleen Lee & Robert Perry

Larry Pike
Pinellas Opera League
Joel & Anthony Laciura

Dayle & Aaron Levy
Peg∆ & Ron Morris

Fred Negem
Jorge Parodi

Tony Randall Theatrical Fund
Nancy & Carlton Sheets

George Shirley
Gail &Michael Siegel

Leslie & Marty Steinberg
Susan & Robert Stephenson

Dame Jillian Sackler, IMO Dr. Arthur M. Sackler
Visit Savannah
Edwin Walker
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MILNES VOICE FESTIVAL SUPPORTERSMILNES VOICE FESTIVAL SUPPORTERS
Bernstein Level: $500 – $999

Susan W. Carole
Betsy Contino

Madam Ambassador Helene von Damm
Ellen David

Dr. Joseph DeHaven
Marie Dent

Eugenie Foster
Carl & Lesley Francis*
Sharon & Murray Galin

Dr. Richard∆ & Mrs. Joanne Hochman
Lawrence Holodak 

Jules Homans IMO Sue Homans
Kathryn Irwin

Dr. Nizam Kettaneh
Gerald Krell

Jane Houston IMO Judy Krulic
Dr. Arthur and Carol Menken IHO Arnold S. Palmer

Susan Morris
John and Margret Nystrom

Kim Owens
Mary Raines
Sheila Rao

Faayna Rose
Mary & Winthrop Rutherfurd Jr.

Stephen Scovasso and Alberto Benitez
Philip & Cathy Solomons

Priscilla & Ron Stahl
Members: $150 – $499

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Adler
Viki Annand and Mr. David Park

Mr. Austin Sullivan & Ms. Marti Bellingrath
JoAnn & John Benton

Michael Borkowsky
Penny & Lonnie Breslow

Gail Burkhardt
Andrew Byrne

Malcolm H. and Ann J. Cole IMO Judy Krulic
Audrey & John Canarina*

Stephanie Croll & Michael Hemphill 
Daniel E. Cohen

Ruthie Cohen, IHO Naomi & Barry Cohen
Mrs. Ethel Danhof

Ann E. Decker
Celia & Lawrence Dunn

Dr. Ronald Fagin
Mr. Aaron Fodiman & Ms. Margaret Burnside

Dr. Cherryl Garner
Maddy Ginsberg IMO Peg Morris

Habersham Beverage

Mr. Greg Holland and Tracy Brown
Christopher Grubbs

Susan Houston IMO Judy Krulic
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Ignatoff

Angela & Christopher Jacobi IHO George T. Jacobi
Jeff Jeffords IMO Judy Krulic

Laurence Jarvik
Dr. Yigal Joseph

Michael Kane
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Larson

Scott Lauretti
Brian Loughman

Rene & Joe Marinelli
Rebecca McGonigal

Harriet Meyerhoff
Stephan Meili
Ann Moncure

Margaret Eiluned Morgan
James Morris

Ali∆ & Carol Nasr
Fiona & Jack Nisbet

Nancy & Eric Nordstrom
Mary Ellen & Wells Nutt

Manny Perez
Leonore Ram

James H. Rigsby Jr. and Kent D. Rigsby
Kevin Salinger

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Samarkos
Robert Sartor 

Dr. William and Dr. Dana Savidge
Ron Sepielli

Rev. Todd Smelser & Dr. Jim Gerhart
Cookie & Charles Simmons

Chad Sonka
Jaqueline & Joel Spivak

Anne Stanton
Gloria Strieter

Francis Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Taylor

Angela Trabert
David R. Janero and Jeffrey A. Thomson,

IHO Maestro Milnes 
Tampa Bay Magazine

Michel Witmer

*denotes 2012 Founding Donors
∆ of blessed memory

Donations as of July 28, 2024
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Vienna’s Golden Age with an evening of 
charming and witty operetta excerpts.

Donizetti's bel canto masterpiece of love, 
betrayal, and madness in a high-drama, 

17th-century feudal setting and the 
infamous "mad scene" aria.

Dvořák’s enchanting take on the Little 
Mermaid, a tragic romance opera where 
the haunting ‘Song to the Moon’ brings 

the poignant story intimately to life.

AN ENCHANTING PRODUCTION OF

ANTONIN DVOŘÁK

RusalkA

2024-25SEASON
From World Stages to Our Shores

2024-25SEASON
From World Stages to Our Shores

GULFSHOREOPERA.ORGGULFSHOREOPERA.ORG

Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!Join Us in Sunny Southwest Florida!

Sign up for updates and stay tuned for the  
season lineup announcement in November 2024

savannahmusicfestival.org

“One of the gleaming musical 
treasures of the Southeast.”

ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION
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Find your fun in 
Pooler, Georgia.

WWW.V I S I T POOLER .COM

IMAX THEATER

FRAMES N’ GAMES

THE FUN ZONE
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KEEP THE SINGERSKEEP THE SINGERS
COMING HOMECOMING HOME

Your support ensures the future of the VOICE 
Programs and helps generations to come.
CONSIDER A LEGACY GIFT TODAY.

When you remember the Savannah VOICE Festival in your will or estate plans,
you ensure a vibrant, artistic future for audiences, educators of classical voice, 
aspirising singers, and patrons for generations to come. If you have questions 
about legacy giving, and to share your gift intentions with SVF, please contact 

Evelina Erickson, Executive Director, 
via email at evelina@savannahvoicefestival.org.

26

I eagerly await to see my friends who have become family and to make music in a place that brings me so much joy.
My voice was not only heard; but grown here.

-Jessica Ann Best



The Sherrill Milnes VOICE Programs were established by world-
renowned baritone Sherrill Milnes and his wife, soprano Maria 
Zouves. Their mission is to pass on the traditions of great singing 
and develop new audiences for opera. Since 2001, the Sherrill 
Milnes VOICE Programs have helped  thousands of singers find their 
career path while perpetuating the legacy of the vocal arts through 
life-changing intensives, performances, and community enriching 
outreach events in New York, Georgia, Florida and Illinois.

MISSION: To perpetuate the legacy of great singing through arts 
education, artist training, audience development, and community 
engagement with access for all.

Savannah VOICE Festival (SVF) 
(Tax ID #90-0991948) is a non-profit 
arts organization that brings classical 
vocal excellence to Savannah through 
a celebration of concerts, educational 
programs and community events 
during the month of August, with 
special presentations throughout the 
year. It offers music from opera, musical 
theatre and popular song.

MISSION: To create a sought-after festival that becomes a unique 
destination for music lovers locally and globally, thus artistically and 
economically serving Savannah and surrounding communities.

VOICExperience
Camp VOICE

Florida VOICE Project
Masters in VOICE

Milnes VOICE Studio

Opera as Drama
Opera Idol

Savannah OPERA
Savannah VOICE Festival

VOICES that Heal

The Sherrill Milnes VOICE Programs include:

2023 Dido and Aeneas

Chad Sonka directing during Season 11

Congcong Wang & Minghao Liu 
in VOICES Under the Stars 2023
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Annual Donations 
Artist Sponsor
Event Sponsor 

Outreach & Education Sponsor 
Business Partner 
Housing Sponsor 
Venue Sponsor

Volunteer

Now it's easier than ever to make a 
gift via stock transfer. 

For more information email 
patronservices@

savannahvoicefestival.org  
and speak with your 

financial advisor. 

By remembering SVF in your estate 
planning, you can make a difference 
in our programs and offer support 

that endures for years to come.

Become an MVP - Member of 
the VOICE Programs - and get 

special access to the music. 
The most valuable part of 

membership is how it funds 
scholarship, education and 

community outreach.

Purchase Tickets Now! 

Savannah VOICE Festival
PO Box 2045
Savannah, GA 31402
855.766.7372

HOW YOU CONNECT
SAVANNAHVOICEFESTIVAL.org

HOW WE CONNECT
Each year, the Savannah VOICE Festival helps 
to create AWARENESS and ENGAGEMENT 
in the arts. The success of these programs 
provides CULTURAL and ECONOMIC growth 
in Savannah and the Southeast area. Through 
our partnerships with the city of Savannah, 
local businesses, and organizations, we are 
providing a sought-after destination at a 
time of the year when tourism is low. It is our 
mission to increase tourism dollars in the area 
and inspire people from around the globe 
to make the Hostess City a summer music 
destination. 

INVEST ENGAGE SUPPORT

2024 Season Art & Program Design
by Theophilos Zouves Milnes


